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African Art
African art refers to the reflection of the cultural heritage of the continent which dates back millennia into the past. The African art has been appreciated throughout the world, and it has been seen to be growing and deepening throughout the 20th century.  However, the growth might seem to be ironic after looking at the disruption that the foreign influence such as that of the Western Countries. These outside influences which have been in most cases in the form of religious and missionary stripe have faced opposition to almost an exact measure as that it was meant to bring about a change (Andreae, 1996).  Indeed, the African art has been completely alien to the Western art and the religious roots that made it appear radical, daring, and enigmatic to the recent pioneers of the modern art such as Modigliani, and Picasso among others.
Types of African Art
Traditional Art
Traditional art refers to the most popular and studied types of African art that are found in museum collections. For instance, the wooden masks are among the most common art carvings. They might either be representing human, animal or mythical creatures. In most cases, the ceremonial masks are used in celebrations, crop harvesting, war preparation, and initiation ceremonies. They are normally put on by the dancers or the people who are to undergo a certain rite such as those who are to be circumcised (Andreae, 1996). It is believed that during the ceremony the dancers who have already their masks on, go into deep trance and during this state of mind they communicate with their ancestors. African masks are thought to represent a spirit, and it is also thought that the wearer communicates with the ancestors. In most cases, the African masks are made of wood and then decorated by animal hair, pigments, and ivory among other materials.
Contemporary African Art
Africa has been home to a thriving contemporary art fine culture. However, this has been understudied until recently because the scholars have been emphasizing on the traditional art. There is a notable modern artist who includes Marlene Dumas, Kendell Geers, and Yinka Shonibare among others. Many of the contemporary African artists are represented in museum collections where their arts can sell at high prices. Despite this, many of these arts tend to have a hard time in finding a market for their work. Many of these artists have also borrowed much from the traditional artists (Andreae, 1996). Contemporary African art was pioneered in the 1950s in South Africa by artists such as Cyril Fredan, Walter Barriss, and Irma Stern and galleries such as the Goodman gallery in Johannesburg.   
The significance of African Art
Religious and Social Events
The African art is used in religious and social events. The people who are supposed to take part in the ceremonies have always seen to put on the African arts that they have in that particular area. The African arts seem to go hand-in-hand with the events; this means that different events and occasions will require the participants to put on different types of arts. For instance, in most cases, the ceremonial masks are used in celebrations, crop harvesting, war preparation, and initiation ceremonies. They are normally put on by the dancers or the people who are to undergo a certain rite such as those who are to be circumcised. It is believed that during the ceremony the dancers, who have already their masks on, go into deep trance and during this state of mind they communicate with their ancestors (Andreae, 1996). They also believe that during rituals, the arts can prevent them against evil spirits.
Portray Status
There were some arts that were regarded to confer status; they were found with only a few people within the society.  There was furniture such as anthropomorphic stools or headrests that were deemed to confer status on their owners by suggesting inferiority or subservience of others. The materials that were used in making such arts could not be found easily, and hence it was seen as something that was only to be sold to the wealthy within the society (Andreae, 1996).
Conclusion
African art refers to the reflection of the cultural heritage of the continent which dates back millennia into the past. There are the traditional and contemporary arts. Traditional art refers to the most popular and studied types of African art that are found in museum collections. For instance, the wooden masks are among the most common art carvings. They might either be representing human, animal or mythical creatures. In most cases, the ceremonial masks are used in celebrations, crop harvesting, war preparation, and initiation ceremonies (Andreae, 1996). Africa has been home to a thriving contemporary art fine culture. However, this has been understudied until recently because the scholars have been emphasizing on the traditional art. The African art is used in religious and social events. The people who are supposed to take part in the ceremonies have always seen to put on the African arts that they have in that particular area. There were some arts that were regarded to confer status; they were found with only a few people within the society.
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